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R Alderman, Clifford Lindsey. Samuel Adams, Son of Liberty. Holt, 1961.
7-10 19 9p. $3.50.
An excellent biography and a very good account of the events leading up to the Amer-
ican Revolution; the years of the war itself and the remaining years of Adams' life
are outlined rather briefly at the close of the book. The writing style is good, but the
chief asset of the book is the candid appraisal of men and their motives. It is rare,
for example, to read in a book for young people that (without denigrating his other and
more patriotic motives) John Hancock was making a profit from sales of contraband
Dutch tea, and therefore was indignant at the customs duty on English tea. An exten-
sive bibliography and an index are appended.
Ad Allan, Mabel Esther. Romance in Italy. Vanguard, 1962. 192p. $3.
7-9
Jane has always longed to travel, and she is overjoyed at the offer of a travel agency
job in Genoa, particularly since her mother was born there. Cast off by her father be-
cause she had married an Englishman, Jane's mother extracts a promise that her
daughter will never divulge the relationship. In Genoa, Jane becomes involved with
her relations and falls in love with Andrea, an adopted son of the family; when her
grandfather dies, matters come to a head: her mother comes to Genoa in response to
a letter of confession, and Jane and Andrea decide they will marry in another year.
Much in the pattern of other books by this author, with foreign background, career in-
terest, and quite good characterization and values. The story is weakened somewhat
by dependence on coincidence: on the train to Genoa, Jane returns a lost pin to the
girl who turns out to be her cousin-when Jane goes sightseeing, she helps another
cousin who has hurt her ankle and so is invited to the family home-when Jane goes
on holiday with two other girls they again run into the cousins when they are stranded
on an expedition.
SpC Angelo, Valenti. Angelino and the Barefoot Saint; story and pictures by
3-5 Valenti Angelo. Viking, 1961. 63p. $2.75.
Ten-year-old Angelino lived on a little farm in Tuscany; he often brought flowers in-
to the church garden and put them at the feet of the statue of St. Francis. When cold
weather came, Angelino visited the statue one day and was sure the saint no longer
smiled; three days before Christmas, the boy decided that the statue's feet were fro-
zen, so he made the saint some shoes. On Christmas Day, Angelino found shoes for
himself (made by the cobbler, who knew what the boy had done) at the foot of the statue;
he found that the saint was smiling again, and he turned to find the garden full of peo-
ple-all the people to whom he talked about the fact that the barefoot saint had stopped
smiling in October. The story has a gentleness and simplicity that is appropriate for
the subject, but Angelino seems too naive, and the ending is saccharine. Probably
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best used in a religious education collection.
M Anglund, Joan Walsh. Nibble Nibble Mousekin; A Tale of Hansel and Gretel;
K-2 Harcourt, 1962. 29p. illus. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.57 net.
A read-aloud picture book version of the classic Grimm story. Mrs. Anglund departs
to a considerable extend from the original: in this version the father does not know
that his second wife is hoping to get rid of the children, and Hansel-who in the orig-
inal story has overheard the conversation-drops crumbs and pebbles only because
he is suspicious. Here the stepmother runs away, rather than dying. There seems lit-
tle reason to prefer this softened retelling, since the cruelty of both stepmother and
witch remain in the tale and the story seems basically more suitable for older chil-
dren than the read-aloud audience.
R Bonsall, Crosby Newell. Who's a Pest? Harper, 1962. 6 4p. illus. (I Can
1-2 Read Books). Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19 net.
A book of nonsensical conversation for beginning independent readers; the humor is
just right for the age of the audience. Homer's four sisters stoutly maintain that he
is a pest; after getting tangled in discussion with Homer, a lizard, a rabbit, and a
chipmunk declare that Homer is a pest. Then everybody but Homer falls into a hole
from which issues a mysterious voice calling for help; after Homer rescues all
hands, the owner of the voice-a large bear-defends the boy and they go off together,
Homer yelling back "You're all pests!" Sample dialogue: "I'm not a pest." "I never
said you were." "I never said you said I was." "I never said you said I said you were."
Etcetera . . . the sort of conversation that small children delight in among themselves.
Ad Branley, Franklyn Mansfield. Rockets and Satellites; illus. by Bill Sokol.
2-3 Crowell, 1961. 35p. (Let's Read-and-Find-Out-Books). Trade ed. $2.50;
Library ed. $2.35 net.
In very simple language, the difference between rockets and satellites is explained:
rockets are shot from earth and fall, satellites are boosted by a rocket and travel in
orbit-depending again on a rocket for any re-entry. The illustrations are attractive,
but on many pages give little support to the clarity of the text. As in other books by
Dr. Branley, the limitation of the text to the topic at hand is nicely appropriate for
the beginning independent reader.
R Brookman, Denise Cass. The Young in Love. Macrae, 1962. 191p. $2.95.
7-10
A far-from-formula treatment of the problems of an adolescent girl. Jan, who has
resisted a feminine role, finds herself going steady with the boy next door; in trying
to establish her identity, Jan loses David, and in trying to attract an older boy she is
gently rebuffed-but feels deeply humiliated. Puzzled about herself, Jan feels that her
friends are undiscriminating about boys and that her parents can't understand her.
She gains perspective and maturity slowly, helped in part by a frank talk with David
in which each discovers how vulnerable the other has felt. Good, albeit not outstand-
ing, writing style; excellent characterization, with perceptive nuances in group rela-
tionships; especially good in the honesty and dignity with which the author describes
Jan's changing reactions toward accepting her feminity and toward any form of mak-
ing love.
M Carroll, Ruth (Robinson). Where's the Kitty? Walck, 1962. 30p. illus.
2-4 $2.75.
yrs.
A read-aloud book for the very young, with a sentence or two on each page and with
softly colored illustrations that are lively but a bit cute, as they show a small boy
and his kitten at play. From nap-time to supper Kitty gets determinedly into every
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one of Bobby's activities. The appeal of the book will be in the familiarity of the ac-
tivities; the writing is dull, but the combination of illustration and text ("Kitty is rid-
ing on Bobby's head. Bobby is skating downhill.") will enable a child to turn the pages
and "read" the book after it has been read aloud to him. Parents may feel that Bobby's
solo expeditions are unsafe for boy and kitten since, for example, little Bobby, sans
escort, wades off after the Kitty when the boat in which he has put it capsizes.
R Chapin, Henry. The Remarkable Dolphin and What Makes Him So; illus. by
6-9 Richard D. Rice. Scott, 1962. 95p. $2.75.
An interesting book, written in a competent style that has informality without popu-
larization. Mr. Chapin's material is well-organized; illustrations are chiefly orna-
mental, although there are a few anatomical diagrams. The behavior of the dolphin
in captivity is described: reaction to capture, response to training, and the evidences
of intelligence, humor, and affection shown by these animals. Some of the experimen-
tal work in underwater surface friction or sonar, in which observation of dolphins
has contributed knowledge, is discussed. Mr. Chapin describes some of the varied re-
lated species, and he concludes with some of the legends about dolphins from ancient
times, pointing out that in view of our present knowledge we may assume. these tales
to be true at least in part. A bibliography and an index are appended.
R Collins, Henry Hill. The Bird Watcher's Guide; illus. with photographs; line
5-8 drawings and cover by Richard Harker. Golden Press, 1961. 125p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.99 net.
Not a field guide, but a most useful companion volume. The text gives a great deal of
varied information for the bird-watcher: equipment of all kinds, the organization of
trips, bird photography, the building of baths and houses, devices to attract birds,
favorite foods, keeping lists and taking a census, etc. Some of the photographs are
decorative only, but many give information that supplements the text, and the dia-
grams are excellent. Good reference lists are appended: a list of bird clubs, lists of
banding agencies and wildlife conservation agencies, a divided bibliography, a list of
state bird books, and bird club publications; the index uses boldface numbers for il-
lustrated pages.
R Coolidge, Olivia E. Men of Athens; illus. by Milton Johnson. Houghton, 1962.
8- 244p. $3.50.
A fine book. In thirteen varied and vivid short stories, the author gives vignettes of
the Athenian state, the tales being grouped chronologically: "Prelude to the Golden
Age," "Athenians of the Golden Age," and "Death of the Golden Age." The writing is
mature, historically convincing, and technically impressive: some of the tales are
in first person, some in third-some are stories of statesmen and some of the com-
moners-so that the reader gets both a cross-section of the Athenian people and a
broad picture of the rise and fall of Athens.
R Cooper, Elizabeth K. Silkworms and Science; The Story of Silk; illus. with
5-9 photographs. Harcourt, 1961. 160p. $3.
Very good informational writing: simple, lucid, and well-organized. The first half of
the book describes in clear detail the stages in the life cycle of the silkworm and
gives suggestions for raising silkworms as a project for readers. In the second part
of the text, the author describes the growth and spread of the silk industry, the evo-
lution of man-made fibers that rival silk, and the special qualities of silk materials
in contrast to other fabrics. Several sources are given for supplying silkworm eggs;
an index is appended.
R Cowell, F. R. Everyday Life in Ancient Rome; illus. from drawings by D.
8- Stredder Bist. Putnam, 1961. 207p. $3.50.
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A most useful book, comprehensive and well-organized, written in solid style but
saved from stolidity by occasional passages of dry humor and by quotations from
source material. The author's infinitely detailed examination spans several centu-
ries of Roman life; he describes Romans of all classes, and he discusses every as-
pect of the culture, from small details about utensils to broad topics like religious
movements and class struggle. An excellent book for the Latin student, but certain-
ly of interest to the general reader. A chronological list of dates from 753 B.C. to
476 A.D. is appended, as are a bibliography and an extensive index.
SpR De Jong, Meindert. The Singing Hill; pictures by Maurice Sendak. Harper,
3-5 1962. 180p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
A tender and moving story of a small boy who learns enough confidence in the world
about him and courage in himself to feel not quite so small. Ray's family has just
moved to the country; he is alone much of the time because the two older children
are in school. Father travels during the week and Mother doesn't like the country,
so Ray's timidity and wonder are kept to himself. Having come across an old horse
in a pasture, the boy-because he is a kind and gentle child-has fed the animal and
has ridden him. When a situation arises that calls for unselfish and bold action,
small Ray goes out in a storm to save the horse. Beautifully written, with fine char-
acterization; the action goes forward in a remarkable blend of quiet movement and
vivid revelatory scenes that capture realistically the conversations of the older chil-
dren, the solitary play of the youngest child, and the quality of the relationships be-
tween the child and each of his parents. The illustrations have a similar aura of
quiet and a charm that is in complete accord with the mood of the writing. An excel-
lent book for reading aloud by a parent or teacher.
NR Engle, Paul. Golden Child; illus. by Leonard Everett Fisher. Dutton, 1962.
5-6 127p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.39 net.
Martha and Martin had started for California because she wanted her second child to
be born there; stranded in the snows of the Sierra Nevadas, the two leave their cov-
ered wagon and trudge with little Rachel to Sutter's fort, arriving on Christmas Eve.
Sutter offers them a stall in the barn, and during the night a child is born. The rough
men stop their quarreling, little Rachel sings to the baby, the animals file past, the
baby boy is named Christopher, and Martha rises to play the guitar and sing. Orig-
inally written as an opera libretto, the book reads in many spots as though it were
still a libretto. As the family leave the wagon to begin their long trip on foot through
the snow, for example, Martha tosses colored petticoats into the snow, snatches her
guitar, and directs her husband to dance. Which he does, singing, "A pink one for
Alice who liked to dance! A red one for Eve of the naughty glance! . . ." Etcetera.
Even little Rachel breaks into song here and there throughout the story. Awkward
style, wooden characters, and a plot that is both melodramatic and saccharine; the
illustrations are the best part of the book, having strength and vigor.
Ad Faxon, Lavinia. A Young Explorer's New York; Maps of Manhattan; maps by
5-8 Alan Price. New York Graphic Society, 1962. 59p. $3.95.
An oversize book that comprises a dozen double-page spread maps of parts of New
York City, with innumerable small drawings in red and blue distributed over the
pages. Each map has a boxed inset or two that gives some comments on the area,
and the pages of text (which more or less alternate with map pages) give expanded
commentary on points of interest. The writing is often coy and occasionally florid,
but the book will be useful nonetheless for the youngster who is visiting (or hoping
to visit) New York. The appended index cites pages on which the entry is pictured
(but not located exactly) on the map, and gives some information about the entry.
While this is also useful, it could be improved: for example, there are entries for
Chock Full O' Nuts ("Shops all over town.") and Betty-Lynne Modes, Inc., items that
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seem relatively unimportant. Another weakness in the index (good, on the whole) are
such omissions as the Circle Line, or an entry under "Boat trips"-there is an en-
try for the Hudson boat trip, but the omission of the Circle Line is curious in view
of the fact that one map-caption stresses the places seen when "you take the boat
trip around the island."
R Fletcher, David. The King's Goblet. Pantheon Books, 1962. 311p. Trade ed.
7-10 $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
A very well written story set in Venice today, successfully told in first person by an
adolescent boy. Aldo is the son of an unemployed glassblower, the family of three be-
ing supported by mother's work as a laundress. Although impoverished, Aldo's father
refuses to sell the family heirloom, a beautiful red goblet. Its mate is owned by a
wealthy American; his son, Al, and Aldo become friends while the Americans are in
Venice. Aldo decides that he will refuse the chance to go to America with Al's father
as his sponsor, but will learn his father's craft. The plot is of minor interest here,
the value of the book being in the picture it gives of Italian youth. Aldo has been hang-
ing about aimlessly with a fringe-behavior gang of boys; his serving as guide to Al
arouses the animosity of the gang and clarifies for Aldo the values about which he had
been in conflict. The author treats the problems and the relationships (both at home
and with the gang) in a realistic fashion, and he never writes down to the reader.
R Freeman, Ira Maximilian. All About Sound and Ultrasonics; illus. with draw-
5-7 ings and diagrams by Irving Geis and with photographs. Random House,
1961. 141p. $1.95.
A very good book on sound, carefully organized and lucidly written for the reader to
whom the subject is new. Illustrations are excellent, the diagrams particularly so.
The text is divided into well-defined areas such as "how you hear," "sounds of mu-
sic," "sounds of voices," or "through the sound barrier." A brief glossary and an in-
dex are appended.
R Fritz, Jean. San Francisco; illus. by Emil Weiss. Rand McNally, 1962. 143p.
6-9 (Cities of the World Series). $2.75.
A good book about the city as it is today, with historical material incorporated through-
out the text, so that the volume serves as a guide with background information as did
Paris, the first book in this series. Illustrations are profuse and lively; five maps at
the back of the book suggest walks along some of the streets of San Francisco. Al-
though the writing seems occasionally florid, the book is both interesting and useful;
a fairly extensive index is appended.
R Gardner, Martin. Mathematical Puzzles; illus. by Anthony Ravielli. Crowell,
5-8 1961. 112p. $2.50.
The puzzles are, in this most entertaining book, divided into such areas as money
puzzles, geometry puzzles, speed puzzles, etc. Each section is based on a different
mathematical area and begins with an explanation of the nature and importance of the
kind of mathematics used in the section. The solution for each problem-or puzzle-
follows immediately, and the solutions are given with care and clarity, often with hu-
mor. A puzzle about a woman who smoked two-thirds of each cigarette, then put the
butts together, smoking two-thirds . . . etc. is explained. The explanation concludes:
"Total: 40 cigarettes. Mrs. Puffem never smoked again. She failed to recover from
the strength of her final puff." Mr. Ravielli's illustrations are both remarkably hand-
some and beautifully clear; a brief list of suggestions for further reading is appended.
R Gates, Doris. The Cat and Mrs. Cary; illus. by Peggy Bacon. Viking, 1962.
4-6 216 p. Trade ed. $3.; Library ed. $3.37 net.
An entertaining story in which realistic and fanciful elements are combined with a
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light and successful hand. Widowed Mrs. Cary has just bought an old house in a sea-
coast town, and she is not in the least prepared to acquire a cat that talks (but not to
anybody else) or Brad, a convalescent nephew of twelve. All of them become involved
in solving the mystery of local parakeet-smuggling; with the modest treasure found,
Mrs. Cary buys a trailer for her brother's family. When the family departs, taking
home a sturdy Brad, it is discovered that the cat has gone along; quietly, he has de-
cided that he prefers the boy. The several threads of the plot are nicely put together,
the relationship between Mrs. Cary and Brad is realistic and pleasant, the mystery
is restrained, and the cat is delightful: suspicious, sophisticated, sarcastic. One or
two scenes of cat-and-dog-chasing verge on slapstick, but most of the humor is deft.
Ad George, Jean (Craighead). The Summer of the Falcon; illus. by the author.
6-9 Crowell, 1962. 153p. $2.95.
An unusual story about the important years during which a child of thirteen who does-
n't want to grow up matures into a girl of sixteen who accepts her famininity and her
responsibilities. June at thirteen resents discipline and resists her role; most of her
time and her interest are devoted to training her falcon. The story covers three sum-
mers; in the summer that she is sixteen June accepts the fact that she is an adult and,
sadly, accepts the fact that her beloved falcon will never return. The writing is excel-
lent, the details of falconry interesting, and the sympathetic portrayal of a reluctant-
footed adolescent is perceptive. The book is weakened by being spread over three
summers; it loses some focus in the process. The book has one episode in which
June's family plays a practical joke that may seem severe to some readers: some
friends are giving an elaborate party (caterer, orchestra, business guests) which is
quite disrupted by the fact that the family bring birds that fly around, dogs that follow
a scent they have scattered through the house, put catfish in the washbowl of the pow-
der room, and a raccoon into the punchbowl.
M Glasgow, Aline. Old Wind and Liu Li-San; pictures by Bernard Glasgow.
K-2 Harvey House, 1962. 38p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.97 net.
A fanciful story told in folk tale style. In Old China, a small boy was left alone while
his parents went to see if a wise healer could help his injured mother. Told to be kind
to strangers, the boy opened the door to the Old Wind; frightened at first, little Li-
San trusted in the old man soon, and fell asleep in his arms. When his parents re-
turned, they found a statue of an old man in the boy's hand; how fortunate it was, they
felt, that Old Wind had been still just long enough for them to reach home safely. The
story does not quite come off as fantasy, perhaps because there is only realistic treat-
ment until almost half the tale is over, so that the listener must adjust to a new concept.
The style is rather ornate: "The room was all in darkness now except for the small
glow where the embers lived."
R Goetz, Delia. Swamps; illus. by Louis Darling. Morrow, 1961. 64p. Trade
3-5 ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.78 net.
Good informational writing: simple, well-organized, restrained in scope, accurately
illustrated. The style is a bit static, but this never becomes burdensome, since the
text is divided into short sections. Miss Goetz describes the ways in which swamps
form and change, the differences between kinds of swamps and their flora and fauna,
and some of the ways in which men have adapted to swamps.
R Heilbroner, Joan. This is the House Where Jack Lives; illus. by Aliki. Har-
1-2 per, 1962. 63p. (I Can Read Books). Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19
net.
A delightful parody of the familiar rhyme; for beginning independent readers, but a
book that will probably be equally popular with younger children to whom it is read
aloud. The illustrations are gay and humorous, echoing in the drawings the cumula-
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tive parts of the rhyme. Jack lives in a tall apartment building, and the sequence of
mishaps all take place in the building, the last cumulated illustration showing the
high-density occupants in various attitudes of pleasurable frenzy.
NR Hogan, Inez. Fraidy Cat; story and pictures by Inez Hogan. Dutton, 1962.
K-2 41p. Trade ed. $2.25; Library ed. $2.18 net.
A small kitten, frightened of everything, is taken under the wing of an older cat; the
big gray cat teaches Fraidy Cat how to wash and how to stay away from traffic. Then
his owner moves to the country; Fraidy Cat is afraid of the new pony, and he spends
his time with some of the wild animals, who convince him that he has nothing to fear
and that he shouldn't be jealous of the pony. So he goes back to the big house, the
pony stays in the barn, and they all live happily ever after. The book seems too long
for a read-aloud story, the writing style is dull, and the plot becomes increasingly
diffuse as the story progresses.
M Holding, James. The Lazy Little Zulu; illus. by Aliki. Morrow, 1962. 30p.
K-2 Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.03 net.
A read-aloud picture book, brightly illustrated, about a small Zulu boy named Chaka,
who lived a long time ago. Chaka never wanted to do any work, but liked to go off in-
to the woods by himself and watch the animals. His mother didn't approve, but was
patient about it. When Chaka's mother became ill, he asked the witch doctor for help;
the man refused to come unless he was given a shilling. Chaka found a way to gather
tea leaves for an Englishman who paid him a shilling; the white man also gave mother
a powder to cure her fever. Although he had earned money to help his mother, Chaka
still wanted only to go off alone. There is some interest in the Zulu background, but
it seems a pity that the witch doctor is pictured as mercenary, and that nobody can
help the sick woman (no father appears in the story) except the white man.
Ad Hubbell, Harriet Weed. The Friendship Tree. Nelson, 1962. 217p. $2.95.
7-10
A good junior novel that, although it is based on a formula situation, has some excel-
lent values and some unusual interests. Beverly is tall, awkward and unpopular; she
resents her new stepmother, the boy she secretly admires falls in love with her only
friend, she fails to become editor of a school publication because of her personality.
Bev starts with a part-time job at a home for emotionally disturbed children, and
goes on to become completely devoted to the children and to the institution. She meets
an older man-a medical student who understands her own emotional problems and
helps her gain confidence and understanding. No aspect of the plot has formula devel-
opment: there is no sudden rapport with the girls or the step-mother, but a growth of
sympathy; Bev's friend tries hard to avoid a love-triangle; and the changes in Bev
and in the children at the home are realistically gradual and moderate. There is a
suggestion of stereotype in a few of the characterizations: the family cook verges on
southern old-family-retainer, and the grande dame of the town is improbably digni-
fied, but most of the people are vivid. The book might be stronger if Bev's father
seemed more aware of his daughter's feelings, but the story makes a real contribu-
tion that outweighs the minor deficiences. It gives a picture of the emotionally dis-
turbed, curable child that is quite realistic and completely sympathetic.
R Johnson, Annabel. Wilderness Bride; by Annabel and Edgar Johnson. Har-
7-10 per, 1962. 232p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
A pioneer story with unusual background, written with realism, perception, and dig-
nity; characterization is remarkable and the action has momentum. Fifteen when her
father left to fight in the Mexican War, Corey Tremaine had been betrothed to a
stranger in an arranged marriage. Ethan Turner was a strange and quiet man whose
mother was one of the wives of Dan Tanner, a Mormon; he and tomboyish Corey
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seemed ill-suited. With other Saints, the persecuted Tanner household joined the
westward trek to Utah, and Corey soon found that she had come to love Ethan and to
sympathize with his views. Since Ethan's wish to be a doctor (as his dead father had
been) was disapproved, the only solution was for both to leave the church.
R Kaistner, Erich. When I Was a Boy; tr. from the German by Isabel and Flor-
8- ence McHugh; illus. by Horst Lemke. Watts, 1961. 187p. $3.95.
First published in Germany in 1957 under the title Als Ich Ein Kleine Junge War, a
book in which the 1960 winner of the Hans Christian Andersen Award reminisces
about his childhood. In a rambling, conversational style Mr. Kaistner describes Dres-
den as it was a half-century ago, gives wonderfully vivid pictures of his family and
his acquaintances, and details his boyhood ploys and problems with humor and nos-
talgia. The writing style is most distinctive and candid, and the author recreates with
remarkable skill another day and atmosphere.
R Keats, Ezra Jack. The Snowy Day. Viking, 1962. 33p. illus. Trade ed. $3.;
3-5 Library ed. $3. net.
Most attractively illustrated, a read-aloud picture book with only a few lines of text
on each page. The writing is quiet and simple, describing a small boy's day as he
plays alone in the snow, his return to home and a bath, and his anticipation when he
wakes the next morning to see that there is a fresh fall of snow. The child pictured
is Negro, the book being a welcome addition to the increasing number of books that
present this fact only in the illustrations.
R Kelly, Regina Zimmerman. Chicago: Big-Shouldered City; illus. by Frank
7-9 Aloise. Reilly and Lee, 1962. 158p. $3.50.
A well-researched book about Chicago, told as a narrative about four generations of
a prominent family. From 1811, when Jim Stuart was a soldier at Fort Dearborn, to
the World's Fair of 1893, the Stuarts and their descendants are active participants in
Chicago history. Although the conversation is sometimes heavily laden with informa-
tion, the book has enough material about the family to sustain a story-line, and the
historical detail is both colorful and accurate. Two brief factual chapters are added
at the end of the book, describing some of the changes since 1893 and citing places of
interest to be seen today. A bibliography is appended.
NR Kenniston, Ken. The Man Who 'oved Birds; words and pictures by Ken Ken-
K-2 niston. Harvey House, 1962. 27p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.97
net.
A read-aloud picture book with slight text and rather busy sophisticated illustrations.
The man who loved birds (black turtleneck shirt, sandals, and beard) resembles a
Pfeiffer drawing; the birds (magenta, green, or rust-colored as well as black and
white) join the man for picnics, splash parties, concerts. In response to a flown-in
banner saying "Danger," the man sends some birds for paint. The embarrassed hunt-
ers (who are the danger) blush and vanish when they find that the man has painted a
target mark on his shirt and has all the birds perched on his head and arms. Not con-
vincing fantasy, and there is dubious humor in the balloon captions in which birds who
have talked ("They had long talks about baseball . . . and nest building . . and bicy-
cles . . . and worms!") in bird-language say "Cheep" or "Glumpft" or "Twit."
NR Kessel, Joseph. The Lion; illus. by Harper Johnson. Knopf, 1962. 18 6 p.
7-9 Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.99 net.
A revision of the adult book first published in France in 1958 under the title Le Lion.
The edition has many handsome pictures of jungle animals, but the text seems-as did
the text of the original edition-in several ways unsuitable for young people. The story
is told by a visitor who comes to a Kenya game preserve and meets the game warden
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and his wife and child. Patricia, age ten (twelve in the original version), has estab-
lished a deep and mystical rapport with animals, especially with King, who had been
her pet when he was a lion cub. Patricia feels that the visitor is a friend, so she es-
corts him about the preserve alone, where he sees her wrestle with the lion and
walk alone with confidence amid the other animals. Her father sympathizes, but Pa-
tricia's mother dreams of sending her child away to the civilization the child detests.
A Masai warrior wants Patricia for his wife; he fights the lion and Patricia's father
intervenes, his shot killing the animal. The child has had such love for King that she
rebels completely at this; in rage and despair she announces that she never wants to
see her father again and she goes off to school in bitterness. The mystical relation-
ship between child and animal has a morbid quality, and the tortured complexities of
the family situation echo this. The writing is sophisticated and vivid, the book cap-
tures the feeling of the African jungle, and there are some excellent passages de-
scribing wild life. There are also some rather extensive and slightly unpleasant pas-
sages about the Masai culture. Much of the last is retained in the rewritten version
(most of it, in fact), so that the starkness is little alleviated by some few changes: in
the description of a Masai dance, for example, the paragraph describing the partici-
pation of girls is omitted. The situation, as the book closes, for all the anguished love
between Patricia and her parents, is one in which parents have failed a child who is
going off alone, desolated, to a life she knows she will detest.
R Knight, David C. Robert Koch; Father of Bacteriology; pictures by Gustav
5-7 Schrotter. Watts, 1961. 165p. $1.95.
A good biography of the great German bacteriologist whose contributions were made
both in identification and isolation of specific diseases, and in inventing and perfect-
ing techniques of bacteriological research. A most useful book, although the writing
style is quite mediocre. Scientific descriptions are accurate, the book has a good bal-
ance between personal and professional life, and the explanations of Koch's work are
clear. A glossary of medical terms and an index are appended.
R Kumin, Maxine W. No One Writes a Letter to the Snail; illus. by Bean Allen.
3-5 Putnam, 1962. 58p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.68 net.
An entertaining book of poems, pleasant to read aloud to younger children, varied in
content. The writing is humorous, fresh, and imaginative; it is also appropriate in in-
terest level and competent in the execution of verse forms. Most of the selections are
light in tone, but a few are impressively perceptive in capturing a mood or emotion.
R LaPaz, Lincoln. Space Nomads; Meteorites in Sky, Field, and Laboratory; by
8- Lincoln LaPaz and Jean LaPaz. Holiday House, 1961. 187p. illus. $3.95.
An authoritative book, comprehensive in scope, serious and straightforward in style,
profusely illustrated by excellent photographs and diagrams. The first chapters de-
scribe some of the famous meteors of the world and discuss the characteristics of
meteorite craters. The authors give, in great detail, instructions to the layman for
the location of meteors, determination of direction of path, point of disappearance,
etc. The composition of the meteorites themselves is described, with a chapter on
the three main kinds followed by material on the tektites, a possible fourth class.
The text closes with chapters on legends about meteorites and modern theories and
research in the field. A list of suggestions for further reading is appended; the rela-
tive index is detailed and lengthy.
Ad Lewis, Richard W. A Summer Adventure; story and pictures by Richard W.
4-6 Lewis. Harper, 1962. 105p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
A quiet book that has little story line, but presents a realistic picture of a young boy's
summer of awakening interest in the countryside and the wild life about him. An only
child on a small farm, Ross Pennock (shown in the illustrations as a Negro) spent the
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summer in which he had his tenth birthday collecting his own backyard zoo. Hospital-
ized with a broken arm, Ross came back to his collection with the realization that his
animals would be happier if he set them free. An interesting book, although the re-
striction of subject-interest and the lack of pace will limit the reading audience.
M McKinley, Phyllis Louise. Boys Are Awful; pictures by Ati Forberg. Watts,
3-5 1962. 30p. $2.95.
An illustrated book of light verse; a young girl describes the peculiar behavior of her
best friend. Annabelle Lucy has declared, in no uncertain terms, her low opinion of
boys. Especially Tommy Tripp. Yet when Tommy comes along while the girls are
playing jacks, Annabelle Lucy goes happily off alone with Tommy. The puzzled child
goes to her mother, who explains that awful boys can suddenly seem nice. "Any min-
ute . . . you'll notice it, too." The book ends, "How odd! I wouldn't believe it - Quite -
Except that my mother Is generally right." Readers will recognize the pattern and
the symptoms; the appeal, however, will be less strong to a child than to the adult
who sees the whole process. The format seems juvenile for the audience old enough
to appreciate the text.
M Marcuse, Katherine. Never Ask for a Goochoo Bird; illus. by Ervine Metzl.
K-2 Parents' Magazine, 1962. 40p. Trade ed. $1.; Library ed. $1.92 netc.
An oversize read-aloud book, subtitled "A Good Manners Story." Although the pur-
pose of the story is clear, the exposition is not too convincing. A spoiled little Prince
was given everything he wanted, became bored, and asked for an imaginary bird. Sent
(on pain of death) to hunt such a creature, the servants found one-a Goochoo Bird.
The Bird had the power of getting his own way, so the Prince found for the first time
that he had to give things up. He eventually offered to share a gift; as soon as he did
this, the Goochoo Bird disappeared, his mission over. The story develops with little
logic, vitiating the message. For example, there is no reason-even within the fan-
tasy-that the Prince should be able to imprison the bird at all, since his power is
the weaker. There seems no reason for the Prince, so tired of running errands that
he forgets to say "I want.", to offer to share his gift of fruit with his mother rather
than with the Goochoo Bird.
NR Martin, Judith. The Tree Angel; a story and play written by Judith Martin and
5-6 Remy Charlip; designed and illus. by Remy Charlip. Knopf, 1962. 36p.
yrs. $1.95.
Originally a dance, later adapted as a play, the book is rather halting as a story; as
the subtitle suggests, the simple dialogue can be used in a dramatic version. The car-
toon-like treatment of the text seems pointless if the book is read aloud (printed up-
side down, the words "I wish" in very small type) and equally pointless if the book is
to be used as a script. The adult who reads the book aloud can see that a dramatic
version might be successful, but a small child could hardly visualize this. Three lit-
tle whispering pines are in danger of being chopped down, and the tree angel gives
them feet. They escape the would-be destroyer by making horrible faces and running
away to a very nice new hill. On the page, the white face-circles on a conventionally-
outlined Christmas tree look quite wrong, yet the photograph (taken in performance)
at the back of the book shows an acceptable theatrical convention: holes cut in card-
board, with actors' faces showing. The story does not translate successfully from the
original medium.
Ad Means, Florence (Crannell). That Girl Andy. Houghton, 1962. $3.25.
7-9
Andy, in her freshman year at college, is stunned by reading in a newspaper that her
parents are being divorced; fortunately, she has little time to think of her own trou-
bles because she is involved as a volunteer in a sociology project. Andy wins the con-
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fidence and the affection of her "little sister" (an adolescent at a home for delinquent
girls) with the result that Lucita steals so that she may be recommitted and go on see-
ing Andy. The author's understanding of the youngsters in the state institutions is sym-
pathetic without being sentimentalized, and the characterizations are convincing. The
amount of time and interest given by Andy and her boy friend to the project is some-
what less convincing, since they are both involved in a family divorce, a love affair
with each other, and all of the academic commitments of freshmen. It seems a bit out
of character that Andy's mother should have failed to tell her daughter about the im-
pending divorce, rather than trusting that she wouldn't hear about it: "They had prom-
ised to keep it out of the paper . . ." her mother writes, not explaining who "they" are.
Ad Merriam, Eve. There is no Rhyme for Silver; drawings by Joseph Schindelman.
3-6 Atheneum, 1962. 70p. $3.25.
A light and pleasant collection of poems, suitable also for reading aloud to younger
children. Only a few of the selections are serious, most of them being humorous or
whimsical; many of the selections simply play with words in a fashion children enjoy.
Some few of the poems seem slight; one, for example is "In the Night": "Snow came in
the night Without a sound. Like a white cloud tumbling Down to the ground." The
humor is at an appropriate level, the writing-although it is not uniformly good-is
competent and occasionally fresh and imaginative, and the collection has variety of
form, subject, and mood. Some of the poems are based on a subject or a concept that
seems rather sophisticated or mature for the level of the reader.
R Moore, Clement Clarke. The Night Before Christmas; illus. with paintings by
K-2 Grandma Moses. Random House, 1962. 22p. $1.95.
An oversize book in which the text of the familiar poem is enhanced by paintings exe-
cuted just before the death of the artist. A photograph of Grandma Moses, in color, is
at the back of the book with a brief statement about her life and her work. The pic-
tures of outdoor scenes are charming, those of interior scenes being somewhat busy
and less typical of the artist's work. An edition in which the illustrations are more
suitable for the durable appeal and the style of the poem than those of most previous-
ly published editions.
R Noble, Iris. William Shakespeare. Messner, 1961. 190p. $2.95.
7-10
A biography that begins in Shakespeare's thirteenth year, and that gives, in fictional-
ized framework, much of the playwright's personal life. Not as well-written as Nor-
man's Playmaker of Avon (McKay, 1949), but equally useful, since it gives a listing
of source material and has a good relative index. The author gives a good picture of
sixteenth century London and of Elizabethan theatre.
M Power-Waters, Alma (Shelley). The Giving Gift; illus. by Velma Ilsley.
4-5 Farrar, 1962. 157p. $2.95.
Living in a Catholic orphanage in London, Lisa Carroll is adopted at the age of nine,
and she is thus enabled to achieve her dream of studying ballet. Her new parents and
her teacher realize that she has talent, and enter Lisa in ballet school. By the time
she is thirteen, Lisa has her first professional engagement and has learned that she
must be patient as well as hard-working. The plot and the characters are quite pat-
terned, the writing is pedestrian and occasionally overly sentimental, the minimal
value of the book being in the details of ballet training.
NR Rand, Ann. Little 1; by Ann and Paul Rand. Harcourt, 1962. 29p. illus.
5-7 Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.36 net.
yrs.
A read-aloud picture book designed to introduce the small child to numbers. Unfor-
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tunately, there are so many concepts in the text that may prove confusing, that the
possible attractions of humor or bright illustrations fail to compensate. Little 1 asks
two pears to be his companions, but they refuse; 4 bees refuse his help, nine fish in
a bowl just blow bubbles at him. Then he meets a little hoop who does want to play;
the hoop tells Little 1 that a circle that is empty inside is the same as a zero, so to-
gether they can be 10. So they play together, as "Little 1 has foufid a friend and has a
lot of fun now that he's no longer one." The idea of the use of zero is too advanced
for the age group; the last phrase can be misconstrued to imply that 1 can change,
since the phrase "no longer one" is easy to misinterpret. Children may also wonder
why there are two pears, three bears, or four bees-while one itself is just the num-
ber (a "1" in a hat) but not an object.
R Reeves, James. Sailor Rumbelow; And Other Stories; illus. by Edward Ar-
4-6 dizzone. Dutton, 1962. 221p. Trade ed. $3.75; Library ed. $3.39 net.
A collection of eleven tales, nine of which are original and two of which are retell-
ings: "Rapunzel" and "Simple Jack." The writing style is distinctive: humorous, live-
ly, and imaginative; the Ardizzone illustrations are most appropriate and attractive.
The title story is one of the best: Dick Rumbelow is a figure on a ship in a bottle,
and his love is a damsel in a glass paperweight. The collection has a variety of
themes; the tales deal with elves, orphans, Chinese music, and royalty in distress.
R Robbins, Ruth. The Emperor and the Drummer Boy; illus. by Nicolas
4-6 Sidjakov. Parnassus, 1962. 36p. $3.25.
A beautifully designed and meticulously illustrated book based on an incident that
took place in 1805 when Napoleon came to inspect the forces and the fortification of
the port of Boulogne. Because of the brooding weather, Admiral Bruix flouted the
Emperor's wish to see naval maneouvers; his order was countermanded by Napoleon,
and there was a tragic loss of ships and men. Two drummer boys, Jean and Armand,
had dreamed of being near their hero; after the storm, small Jean waited on the
beach with Napoleon and saw Armand alive, carried to land by his floating drum. The
audience for the book may be limited by the subject, but for those interested in Na-
poleon or in military atmosphere, the story will have unusual appeal.
R. Schneider, Leo. Space in Your Future; illus. with photographs and with draw-
6-9 ings by Gustav Schrotter. Harcourt, 1961. 260p. $3.75.
A well-written science book that gives a detailed and comprehensive picture of the
universe in which our world exists, as a background to some discussion of human ad-
justment to space and space flight. Mr. Schneider discusses the solar system, our
galaxy, atmosphere, and gravity; he describes at length the work of astronomers and
the tools they use. Indexing is good; appended also are a list of astronomical organi-
zations, a list of planetariums, a list of eclipses, and some sources for star charts.
Ad Seredy, Kate. Lazy Tinka. Viking, 1962. 57p. illus. Trade ed. $2.75; Li-
4-5 brary ed. $2.81 net.
A folk-like story of Tinka, who as the seventh child of the family was supposed to
bring good luck; favored, she grew plump and lazy, so her parents asked a wise wom-
an what to do about a six-year-old who wouldn't work. The wise woman's whisper in
Tinka's ear sent her off to the forest to look for Him, for she had been told that He
provided for wild creatures. None of the animals knew where He was, and all of them
rather crossly said they provided for themselves; Tinka helped each of them, so that
they all came to her rescue when she was set upon by a wolf. Once home, she cleaned
the house and cooked the dinner and was never lazy again. The plot is not unusual,
and the experiences in the forest seem long-drawn-out, but the author's style com-
pensates considerably for these weaknesses; especially good are the bland and mat-
ter-of-fact conversations with animals. For example, well along in her wanderings,
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Tinka helps a rabbit rescue her brood, and when they get to the rabbit hole they find
that father has left some cabbage and carrots. The rabbit comments that her mate is
the best provider she's ever known. Tinka, thinking that the rabbit is talking of the
Heavenly Father whom she is at last going to meet, says, "So this is where He lives!
I've been looking for him since sunrise!" The mother rabbit, flattening her ears in
suspicion: "What for? What has he done?"
Ad Shuttlesworth, Dorothy Edwards. The Story of Dogs; illus. by G. Don Ray.
6-9 Dougleday, 1961. 56p. $2.95.
An oversize book about the various breeds of dogs, with clear illustrations, some in
black and white and some in color. After brief introductory comments on canine an-
cestry, domestication of dogs, and a few pages of comments on instincts and abilities,
the text describes working dogs, sporting dogs, non-sporting breeds, hounds, terri-
ers, and toy breeds. A final page discusses dogs as "Heroes in Peace and War." Not
as well written or as well illustrated as Tatham's World Book of Dogs (World, 1953)
but equally useful because more breeds are cited and because the book is indexed.
Ad Siegmeister, Elie. Invitation to Music; illus. by Beatrice Schwartz. Harvey
7- House, 1961. 193p. $4.95.
For young people who have no musical training, a useful book that will introduce them
to some history, some analysis of forms, and some discussion of instruments. There
are additional sections on American music and on twentieth-century music, a com-
pilation of very brief biographies of some composers, and some further discussion of
harmony and counterpoint. While much of the material is excellent, the book has some
weaknesses, one of which is diffusion; Mr. Siegmeister covers so many areas of mu-
sical information that some are given rather superifical coverage. The book has, for
example, an interesting discussion of fugal variations, but for the reader who is a neo-
phyte there seems too little time spent on the basic facts about notation. Britten and
Holst, in Wonderful World of Music (Garden City, 1958) discuss at length such simple
elements as the whole note, the signs of sharp and flat, bar lines, and rests. Some of
the appended material is especially useful, although not comprehensive: a divided list
of suggestions for building a record library and a divided list of books about music. A
valuable feature of the index is use of italics for the main reference.
Ad Simbari, Nicola. Gennarino. Lippincott, 1962. 30p. illus. $3.95.
K-2
An oversize read-aloud picture book with a text that is not fantastic but is highly fan-
ciful. Orphaned Gennarino hoped he could get a new boat by winning the prize for boat-
decoration at the annual Festa held on his island, Ischia, in the Bay of Naples. By res-
cuing the Rainbow Bird from the heart of the Fire Mountain, where it had been impris-
oned by the brigands who had stolen it from the gypsies, Gennarino could have his
chance with a borrowed boat and the Rainbow Bird as decoration. Helped by the bird's
singing, which enraptured all who heard it, the boy effected the rescue, won the prize,
and earned his boat. The plot is a bit too heavy for the brevity with which it is told,
but it certainly has pace; the chief appeal of the book is in the illustrations, all of
which are attractive and some of which are truly beautiful.
R Slobodkin, Louis. The Late Cuckoo. Vanguard, 1962. 36p. illus. $3.
K-2
A read-aloud story, light-hearted and fanciful; text and illustrations are more appeal-
ing work than Mr. Slobodkin has produced in some time. One hundred twenty-two
cuckoo clocks in a Swiss clockmaker's shop kept correct time; the one hundred twenty-
third little cuckoo was always late. One day a Sultan appeared (travelling by elephant
train) and wanted to buy all the clocks . . . but hesitated because he thought all the
clocks but one might be wrong. The old clockmaker contrived a jewelled substitute
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for the late cuckoo, and that clock he fixed for himself. Only to the children did the
old man tell his secret: he had put inside the clock a tiny alarm clock to wake the
cuckoo.
Ad Sobol, Donald J., ed. A Civil War Sampler; illus. by Henry S. Gillette. Watts,
7- 1961. 202p. $2.95.
An interesting collection of material from or about the Civil War. Most of the mate-
rial is of the period: letters, first-hand accounts of battle scenes, excerpts from books,
or songs of the period. Other excerpted material is of more recent date. The selection
has been careful; the order of entries is chronological, with each selection being pref-
aced by a brief editorial comment that gives background. Excellent browsing material,
but the book lacks unity despite the filling-in achieved by the editor's commentaries.
Ad Soule, Jean Conder. Lenny's 20 Pennies; illus. by Ken Richards. Parents'
4-6 Magazine, 1962. 42p. Trade ed. $1.; Library ed. $1.92 net.
yrs.
An oversize read-aloud book, with a rhyming text that describes a small boy's accu-
mulation and disposal of twenty pennies. A good counting book, since the pages show
clear pictures of real pennies bordering the count-aloud pages. The text reads aloud
well, the writing has humor, and the plot, although a bit contrived, has a variety of in-
cidents and activities.
R Streatfeild, Noel. Traveling Shoes; illus. by Reisie Lonette. Random House,
5-7 1962. 24 5 p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $3.39 net.
The story of an artistic and talented English family; the four Forum children wanted
nothing more than a permanent home, but with an accompanist for a father and an ar-
tist for a mother there was no reason why they should not all tour along with the prod-
igy of the family, Sebastian. When he was old enough to give violin concerts in Eng-
land, Sebastian came to London; by then the other three had plotted with their grand-
parents on "Operation Home," and to the satisfaction of all the Forums their former
and dearly-loved Devonshire house became home again. The atmosphere of the artis-
tic and musical world is vivid, the children are sophisticated but completely convinc-
ing; characterization and motivation are perceptively described. To adult readers,
the whole milieu is reminiscent of the unconventional musical family of The Constant
Nymph.
R Sutcliff, Rosemary. Beowulf; retold by Rosemary Sutcliff; with drawings by
6-9 Charles Keeping. Dutton, 1962. 93p. $3.
An excellent retelling in prose of the classic verse epic, with distinguished illustra-
tions. It is interesting to compare this version with the verse version of Ian Serrail-
lier (Walck, 1961), which is especially effective when read aloud. Miss Sutcliff has
achieved the same authenticity of language and creation of mood; the prose version
may appeal to more young readers and the verse to a wider age range, but there can
hardly be a preference-only appreciation of both books.
Ad Travers, Pamela L. Mary Poppins From A to Z; illus. by Mary Shepard.
K-3 Harcourt, 1962. 54p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $3.12 net.
An alphabet book in which a page of delightful illustration is faced by a page of text;
each of the latter employs many examples of a letter of the alphabet, capitalizing
that letter. For example, "P is for Park. Along the Path the Policeman Paces, a Pil-
lar of the Lar .. ." etc. There is the usual charm of the indomitable Mary Poppins,
but the book seems not exactly suited to the usual Travers audience who can read in-
dependently, since they may feel themselves above an alphabet book. For the children
to whom the book is read aloud, the writing is a bit sophisticated: "If East Winds and
Elderly Professors wish to Express Enthusiasm, they are Entitled to do so."
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Ad Uchida, Yoshiko. Rokubei and the Thousand Rice Bowls; illus. by Kazue
K-2 Mizumura. Scribner, 1962. 32 p.. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.76
net.
A read-aloud picture book; attractively illustrated, the story has a folk-like quality.
Rokubei lived in Japan long ago, and his wife and two children helped in the rice
fields; in the evening Rokubei made pottery. His wife, irritated by the toppling piles
of vases and bowls, put all the wares outdoors. A wealthy man saw them and hired
Rokubei as his potter; happy at first, the family grew restive and yearned for their
rice fields. The house was soon as crowded as before, but Rokubei's wife no longer
complained. A pleasant story, with mild humor but with little pace.
M Ungerer, Tomi. Snail, Where Are You?. Harper, 1962. 26p. illus. Trade
5-7 ed. $2.50; Library ed. $2.57 net.
yrs.
A picture book without text, interesting in the way in which Mr. Ungerer plays with
form in the illustrations, but limited to visual appeal. In a series of drawings, the
coiled lines of a snail are seen: in the scroll of a violin, in the curling of a pig's tail,
in the runners of a sleigh, etc. At the end: "Snail, where are you?," and in a balloon
caption above a snail, "Here I am."
Ad Vance, Marguerite. Scotland's Queen: The Story of Mary Stuart; illus. by J.
8- Luis Pellicer. Dutton, 1962. 158p. $3.50.
A biography of Mary Stuart, in which the author shows clearly how events and people
around her influenced Mary, and how her own character and behavior changed. A
happy and candid girl, Mary Stuart returned to Scotland ill prepared by religion, by
her French upbringing, or by her personality to maintain her throne. Mrs. Vance
writes candidly about Mary's reckless actions, her increasing bitterness, and her
treachery during the long years of imprisonment in England. An interesting book,
weakened by some uneven and occasionally awkward writing.
R Van Stockum, Hilda. The Winged Watchman; written and illus. by Hilda Van
4-7 Stockum. Farrar, 1962. 20 4 p. $3.25.
A lively story about a Dutch family in the time of German occupation during the last
war. The winged watchman is a windmill, one of those used by the Dutch underground
to send messages by positioning the vanes of the mill. The two boys of the Verhagen
family become involved in the resistance movement, and their parents help Dirk Jan
and Joris conceal a British flyer. Excellent family relationships, and good pace in
plot development. The Verhagen family is impressive in its courage, patriotism, and
calm faith, but it is the whole Dutch people who are the heroes of this moving book.
R Walker, David Harry. Dragon Hill; illus. by Ray Keane. Houghton, 1962.
5-7 140p. $3.
An absorbing story, beautifully written in fluid style. Characterization is perceptive
and sophisticated; the story line is strong, and the book has pace and humor. William's
parents had rented a house on the Atlantic coast for the summer so that his father
could finish a book; it had looked like a wonderful summer until William found that a
girl cousin was coming from Scotland. It was Mary, however, who was instrumental in
making the acquaintance of the crotchety old Captain McDurgan-the "dragon" of Drag-
on's Hill. The old Scotsman had been a recluse and a bitter misanthrope for years, and
in the crisis of hurricane Bella he came out of his isolation to help William's family.
The ending of the story is dramatic, with the impact of events being strengthened by
the fact that the crusty Captain does not degenerate into a kindly old man. Met by the
press after he has saved four lives, the Captain thrashes at a camera, screams
"Currse ye!" and limps back to the wreckage of the cabin on Dragon's Hill.
68
M Wallace, John A. Getting to Know Egypt, U.A.R.; illus. by Haris Petie.
4-6 Coward-McCann, 1961. 64p. Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $2.52 net.
An adequate introduction, but not as well written or as well illustrated as Joy's Island
in the Desert (Coward-McCann, 1959), which is only a little more difficult in vocabu-
lary. The book gives some geographical background, little history, and a cursory ap-
praisal of recent history: "England and France thought Nasser should be punished.
They set out to do just that by invading Egypt. Then the United States told England and
France to stop their invasion. The war ended in about a week." The relations between
Egypt and Israel are discussed briefly; there is little material on Nasser or on
Egypt's role in the Arab world. The one map is not adequately labelled; a list of dates,
a brief glossary, and a one-page index are appended.
SpC Wernecke, Herbert H., ed. Celebrating Christmas Around the World. West-
6-9 minster, 1962. 246p. $3.95.
A compilation of stories, excerpts from books, missionary reports, and information
furnished by such organizations as the Belgian Tourist Bureau. The material is divid-
ed by continent and sub-divided by country, although not all countries are represented.
Much of the information is interesting, but the treatment is so variable as to weaken
the book. For example, a seven-page story by Mary Mapes Dodge is used for Holland;
the next entry, Iceland, has about half-a-dozen sentences accorded it. While the
browsing reader may find some interesting information about unusual Christmas cus-
toms in unfamiliar parts of the world, the book is probably best suited to a religious
education collection.
Ad West, Fred. Breaking the Language Barrier; The Challenge of World Commu-
6-9 nications. Coward-McCann, 1961. 121p. illus. (Challenge Books). $2.95.
A discussion of language differences, the problems incurred in the modern world by
those differences, and some of the ways in which better communication is sought or
taught. The author makes the problem very clear by citing many anecdotes in which
a language barrier creates an embarrassing situation or one potentially troublesome.
He describes in some detail the intensified program of teaching foreign languages in
public schools or army classes in this country, particularly with the goals of compet-
ing with the (linguistically) better-trained Communists and of working for world peace.
The book has occasional lapses into poor style: "even the Chinese themselves" or
. .. repaired with the help of American aid." The major weakness of the text, al-
though it is useful and timely, is a diffusion caused by coverage of too many aspects
of the language problem. Illustrations vary in pertinence; the index is of little value
but a good list of sources is appended, entitled "For Further Information On How to
Make Friends Abroad."
M Williams, Jay. I Wish I Had Another Name; by Jay Williams and Winifred
K-2 Lubell. Atheneum, 1962. 33p. illus. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.07
net.
A book of read-aloud nonsense rhymes, in which each letter of the alphabet furnishes
one or two two-line jingles about imagined names. Or imaginary names. For exam-
ple, "To be Ulric Umberto Utchoo - that's my choice, I would sing if I liked at the top
of my voice." or, "I'd like to be Yussuf the Yardman of Yale And collect fallen stars
in a little tin pail." The illustrations have vivacity and there is some humor in the
writing, but the names and occupations often seem contrived, and much of the text
seems too sophisticated for the very young.
Ad Yashima, Taro. Youngest One. Viking, 1962. 33p. illus. Trade ed. $2.75;
4-6 Library ed. $2.81 net.
yrs.
A beautifully illustrated picture book about a very shy two-year-old. Little Bobby no-
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ticed that there was always activity at the house next door. He went close to see, with
his grandmother for protection, but it took several visits before he was comfortable
enough to look at Momo, the big girl next door, and to smile at her. The slight story
is slow of pace and gentle; the pictures of family life and of a timid small boy will
have a limited appeal for some children and evoke a feeling of recognition in others,
but the pictures have a universal appeal. The static quality would be less of a deter-
rent if the story had an older protagonist; children of four and five have only a limit-
ed interest in a child of two.
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Austin, Oliver L. Birds of the World. 7-.
Ayer, Jacqueline. Paper-Flower Tree. K-2.
Baker, Betty. Little Runner of the Longhouse. 1-2.
Baker, Laura Nelson. Somebody, Somewhere. 7-10.
Ball, Zachary. Bristle Face. 6-8.
__ . Kep. 7-10.
Baruch, Dorothy (Walter). Kappa's Tug-of-War
with Big Brown Horse. K-2.
Baum, Arline. One Bright Monday Morning. 3-7.
Baumann, Hans. I Marched with Hannibal. 7-10.
Beeler, Nelson Frederick. Experiments in Sound.
6-10.
Bell, Thelma Harrington. Two Worlds of Davy
Blount. 5-6.
Belting, Natalia Maree. Elves and Ellefolk. 4-6.
. Long-Tailed Bear. 2-4.
Benary-Isbert, Margot. Time to Love. 8-12.
Bergere, Thea. Automobiles of Yesteryear. 6-.
Bevans, Michael H. Book of Sea Shells. 6-9.
Bible. First Seven Days. 3-5.
. Stories from the Bible. 6-.
Bishop, Claire (Huchet). Present from Petros.
4-6.
Bleeker, Sonia. Sioux Indians. 4-6.
Blish, James. Life for the Stars. 7-10.
Bloch, Marie Halun. Dollhouse Story. 3-5.
. House on Third High. 4-6.
Bond, Michael. More about Paddington. 4-6.
Bonsall, Crosby Newell. Who's a Pest? 1-2.
Bonzon, Paul-Jacques. Orphans of Simitra. 5-7.
Borden, Charles A. South Sea Islands. 9-.
Bothwell, Jean. First Book of Pakistan. 5-7.
Bova, Ben. Milky Way Galaxy. 10-.
Branley, Franklin Mansfield. Exploring by Astro-
naut. 6-9.
. Sun: Our Nearest Star. 1.
Brick, John. Yankees on the Run. 6-9.
Broderick, Dorothy M. Leete's Island Adventure.
5-7.
Brookman, Denise Cass. Young in Love. 7-10.
Brown, Beth, ed. Wonderful World of Cats. 4-6.
Brown, Bill. Rain Forest. 6-9.
Brown, Margaret Wise. On Christmas Eve. 4-7
yrs.
Brown, Myra (Berry). Benjy's Blanket. 3-5.
. Somebody's Pup. 4-6 yrs.
Bruckner, Karl. Viva Mexico. 8-.
Budd, Lillian. Tekla's Easter. 3-4.
Burnford, Sheila (Every). Incredible Journey, 7-.
Burnett, Constance (Buel). Captain John Ericsson.
7-.
Burton, Virginia Lee. Life Story. 4-6.
Call, Hughie (Florence). Peter's Moose. 4-6.
Campion, Nardi (Reeder). Patrick Henry. 7-10.
Carlson, Natalie (Savage). Carnival in Paris. 4-6.
. Pet for the Orphelines. 4-6.
Carr, Luella Bender. Way to California. 4-7.
Caudill, Rebecca. Best Loved Doll. K-2.
Cavanna, Betty. Time for Tenderness. 7-10.
Chapin, Henry. Remarkable Dolphin and What
Makes Him So. 6-9.
Child Study Association of America, comp. Read
to Me Again. 3-6 yrs.
Chubb, Thomas Caldecot. Slavic Peoples. 7-.
Clark, Ann (Nolan). Desert People. 2-4.
. Paco's Miracle. 4-6.
Clarke, Arthur Charles. Indian Ocean Adventure.
6-.
Cleary, Beverly. Henry and the Clubhouse. 3-5.
Coit, Margaret L. Fight for Union. 8-.
Colby, Carroll Burleigh. SAC. 6-9.
Cole, William, ed. Poems for Seasons and Celebra-
tions. 5-8.
Collier, Ethel. Birthday Tree. 1-2.
Collins, Henry Hill. Bird Watcher's Guide. 5-8.
Colman, Hila. Mrs. Darling's Daughter. 7-10.
Colver, Anne. Theodosia. 6-9.
Commins, Dorothy Berliner. All about the Sym-
phony Orchestra and What It Plays. 6-9.
Cooke, Barbara. My Daddy and I. 3-5.
Cooke, David Coxe. Flights that Made History. 5-8.
Coolidge, Olivia E. Caesar's Gallic War. 7-.
. Men of Athens. 8-.
Cooper, Elizabeth K. Silkworms and Science. 5-9.
Cottrell, Leonard. Land of the Two Rivers. 8-.
Cowell, F. R. Everyday Life in Ancient Rome. 8-.
Coy, Harold. Engineers and What They Do. 7-10.
Crimmins, James C. Nicholas. K-2.
Daley, Arthur. Kings of the Home Run. 6-9.
Darling, Lois. Science of Life. 7-.
Davis, Russell G. Choctaw Code. 6-9.
De Borhegyi, Suzanne. Ships, Shoals and Amphoras.
8-.
De Camp, L. Sprague. Man and Power. 7-.
Decker, Duane Walter. Rebel in Right Field. 7-9.
De Jong, Dola. House on Charlton Street. 4-7.
De Jong, Meindert. Nobody Plays with a Cabbage,
4-5.
. Singing Hill. 3-5.
De la Mare, Walter John. Peacock Pie. 3-8.
Derleth, August William. Concord Rebel. 8-.
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Dhotre, Damoo. Wild Animal Man. 5-9.
Douty, Esther M. America's First Woman Chem-
ist. 6-9.
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan. Boys' Sherlock Holmes.
8-.
Earle, Olive Lydia. Camels and Llamas. 4-6.
Eberle, Irmengarde. Fawn in the Woods. K-2.
Epstein, Samuel. First Book of the Ocean. 5-7.
Evanoff, Vlad. Complete Guide to Fishing. 6-.
Evans, Edna Hoffman. Written with Fire. 3-6.
Falls, Charles Buckles. First 3000 Years. 8-.
Farb, Peter. Story of Dams. 6-9.
Farmer, Penelope. Summer Birds. 4-6.
Fenton, Carroll Lane. Reptiles and Their World.
6-9.
Fisher, Aileen Lucia. Like Nothing at All. K-2.
Fleischman, Sid. Mr. Mysterious & Company. 5-7.
Fletcher, David. King's Goblet. 7-10.
Floethe, Louise Lee. Fisherman and His Boat.
2-4.
Frazee, Steve. Year of the Big Snow. 6-9.
Frazier, Neta (Lohnes). One Long Picnic. 5-7.
Freeman, Ira Maximilian. All About Sound and Ul-
trasonics. 5-7.
Frlermood, Elisabeth Hamilton. Ballad of Calamity
Creek. 7-10.
Fritz, Jean. San Francisco. 6-9.
Fry, Rosalie Kingsmill. Echo Song. 4-6.
Gage, Wilson. Dan and the Miranda. 4-5.
Gagliardo, Ruth, ed. Let's Read Aloud. 4-7.
Gardner, Martin. Mathematical Puzzles. 5-8.
Gates, Doris. Cat and Mrs. Cary. 4-6.
G6rin, Winifred. Young Fanny Burney. 7-.
Gidal, Sonia. My Village in Spain. 4-7.
Gilmore, H. H. Model Rockets for Beginners. 5-8.
Godden, Rumer. St. Jerome and the Lion. 6-.
Goetz, Delia. Swamps. 3-5.
Golden, Grace (Blaisdell). Seven Dancing Dolls.
4-5.
Goudey, Alice E. Here Come the Dolphins! 2-4.
Gray, Elizabeth Janet. I Will Adventure. 5-7.
Guillaume, Jeanette. Amat and the Water Buffalo.
K-2.
Guillot, Rene. Fofana. 7-9.
Gurko, Miriam. Restless Spirit. 8-.
Haggar, Reginald G. Sculpture Through the Ages.
7-.
Hamori, Laszlo. Dangerous Journey. 6-9.
Hamre, Leif. Perilous Wing. 7-10.
Hays, Wilma Pitchford. Abe Lincoln's Birthday.
3-5.
Haywood, Carolyn. Snowbound with Betsy. 3-5.
Hazeltine, Alice Isabel, comp. Hero Tales from
Many Lands. 7-10.
Hellbroner, Joan. Happy Birthday Present. 1-2.
. This is the House Where Jack Lives. 1-2.
Hewett, Anita. Tale of the Turnip. K-2.
Hoban, Russell C. London Men and English Men.
K-2.
Hodges, Margaret. What's for Lunch, Charley?.
2-4.
Hoff, Syd. Little Chief. 1.
. Stanley. 1.
Hofsinde, Robert. Indian and the Buffalo. 4-7.
Hollander, John, ed. Wind and the Rain. 7-.
Honour, Alan. Secrets of Minos. 7-.
Hough, Richard Alexander, ed. Great Auto Races.
9-.
Hoyt, Edwin P. Whirlybirds; The Story of Helicop-
ters. 5-8.
Hunt, Karl. Masks and Mask Makers. 4-9.
Hutchins, Carleen Maley. Life's Key - DNA. 9-.
Hyde, Margaret Oldroyd. This Crowded Planet.
7-10.
Isenstein, Harald. Creative Claywork. 7-.
Jenkins, Geoffrey. Grue of Ice. 9-.
Johnson, Annabel. Pickpocket Run. 7-10.
. Wilderness Bride. 7-10.
Johnson, Gerald White. Presidency. 5-8.
. Supreme Court. 5-8.
Johnston, Johanna. Thomas Jefferson, His Many
Talents. 6-9.
Joslin, Sesyle. Baby Elephant and the Secret
Wishes. K-2.
. Dear Dragon. 3-5.
. Sefior Baby Elephant the Pirate. K-2.
. What Do You Do, Dear?. 3-6 yrs.
Kadesch, Robert R. Crazy Cantilever and Other
Science Experiments. 6-8.
Kahn, Roger. Inside Big League Baseball. 7-.
Kastner, Erich. When I Was a Boy. 8-.
Keats, Ezra Jack. Snowy Day. 3-5.
Kelly, Regina Zimmerman. Chicago: Big-Shoul-
dered City. 7-9.
Kettelkamp, Larry. Gliders. 4-6.
Kirchgessner, Maria. High Challenge. 7-10.
Kirtland, G. B. One Day in Elizabethan England. 6-.
Knight, David C. Robert Koch; Father of Bacteriol-
ogy. 5-7.
Kumin, Maxine W. Mittens in May. 1-3.
. No One Writes a Letter to the Snail. 3-5.
Kunhardt, Dorothy. Billy the Barber. K-2.
Kuskin, Karla. All Sizes of Noises. 4-6 yrs.
Landau, Lion D. What is Relativity? 8-.
Langton, Jane. Diamond in the Window. 5-7.
LaPaz, Lincoln. Space Nomads. 8-.
Latham, Jean Lee. Man of the Monitor. 5-8.
Lauber, Patricia. Your Body. 3-5.
Lauritzen, Jonreed. Legend of Billy Bluesage. 6-9.
Lear, Edward. Owl and the Pussy-Cat. 4-6.
Lehrman, Robert L. Long Road to Man. 8-.
Lens, Sidney. Working Men: The Story of Labor. 8-.
Lenski, Lois. Policeman Small. 2-3.
Leodhas, Sorche Nic. Thistle and Thyme. 5-7.
Lewis, Janet. Keiki's Bubble. 3-4.
Lexau, Joan. Trouble with Terry. 4-6.
Life Magazine. Wonders of Life on Earth. 7-.
Little, Jean. Mine for Keeps. 5-7.
Luckhardt, Mildred C., comp. Christmas Comes
Once More. 4-6.
McClung, Robert M. Whitefoot. 2-4.
MacFarlan, Allen A. Fun with Brand-New Games.
6-.
McLean, Allan Campbell. Ribbon of Fire. 7-10.
Margolis, Ellen. Idy the Fox-Chasing Cow and Oth-
er Stories. 4-6.
Martin, Patricia Miles. Rice Bowl Pet. K-2.
. Show and Tell. K-2.
Mason, Miriam Evangeline. Miney and the Bless-
ing. 3-5.
Matsuno, Masako. Taro and the Tofu. 2-3.
Mayne, William. Glass Ball. 4-6.
. Grass Rope. 5-7.
Merrill, Jean. Superlative Horse. 4-6.
Mirsky, Reba Paeff. Nomusa and the New Magic.
5-7.
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Meyer, Edith Patterson. Pirate Queen. 8-10.
Miller, Helen Markley. Long Valley. 7-9.
Moore, Clement Clarke. Night Before Christmas.
K-2.
Morrison, Lillian. Remember Me When This You
See. 4-9.
Mowat, Farley. Owls in the Family. 5-7.
Noble, Iris. William Shakespeare. 7-10.
Norton, Andre. Catseye. 7-10.
Ogilvie, Elisabeth. Becky's Island. 7-10.
. Turn Around Twice. 6-8.
Parker, Edgar. Stuff and Nonsense. 5-7.
Peare, Catherine Owens. FDR Story. 7-.
Peterson, Harold L. History of Firearms. 5-.
Phleger, Fred. Red Tag Comes Back. 1-2.
Picard, Barbara Leonie. Lady of the Linden Tree.
5-7.
. Tales of the British People. 5-7.
Podendorf, Illa. True Book of Magnets and Elec-
tricity. 2-4.
Poole, Lynn. Carbon-14. 6-.
. Danger! Icebergs Ahead! 3-5.
. Weird and Wonderful Ants. 6-9.
Price, Christine. Made in the Middle Ages. 6-.
Priestley, John Boynton. Charles Dickens. 9-.
Radau, Hanns. Illampu. 6-9.
Reeves, James. Sailor Rumbelow; And Other
Stories. 4-6.
Rich, Louise (Dickinson). First Book of the Vikings.
5-8.
Riedman, Sarah Regal. Masters of the Scalpel. 8-.
. Trailblazer of American Science. 8-.
. Water for People. 6-9.
Ridle, Julia Brown. Hog Wild! 5-7.
Ripley, Elizabeth (Blake). Titian. 7-10.
Ripper, Charles L. Foxes and Wolves. 4-6.
Robb, Esther Chapman. There's Something about a
River. 4-6.
Robbins, Ruth. Emperor and the Drummer Boy.
4-6.
Rounds, Glen. Wild Orphan. 5-7.
Rugh, Belle Dorman. Path Above the Pines. 5-7.
Rumsey, Marian. Seal of Frog Island. 3/5.
Samuels, Gertrude. B-G, Fighter of Goliaths. 7-.
Sasek, Miroslav. This is San Francisco. 3-6.
. This is Venice. 4-6.
Schatz, Letta. When Will My Birthday Be? 3-6 yrs.
Schneider, Leo. Space in Your Future. 6-9.
Selsam, Millicent (Ellis). Language of Animals.
5-9.
Serraillier, Ian. Beowulf the Warrior. 6-.
Seuberlich, Hertha. Annuzza. 8-10.
Shenfield, Margaret. Bernard Shaw. 9-.
Showers, Paul. Look at Your Eyes. 1-2.
Shura, Mary Francis. Garret of Greta McGraw.
4-6.
Slaughter, Jean. Pony Care. 6-9.
Slobodkin, Louis. Late Cuckoo. K-2.
Softly, Barbara. Plain Jane. 6-8.
Sootin, Harry. 12 Pioneers of Science. 7-12.
Spencer, Cornelia. Claim to Freedom. 7-.
Spier, Peter, illus. Fox Went Out on a Chilly
Night. K-2.
Stafford, Jean. Elephi. 5-6.
Stamm, Claus. Three Strong Women. 3-5.
Steele, William Owen. Westward Adventure, 6-9.
Stein, Ralph. Treasury of the Automobile. 7-.
Steinbeck, John. Travels with Charley. 8-.
Stevens, Carla. Catch a Cricket. 4-7.
Stolz, Mary Slattery. Fredou. 3-5.
. Pigeon Flight. 4-6.
Stoutenburg, Adrien. Window on the Sea. 7-10.
Streatfeild, Noel. Traveling Shoes. 5-7.
Stucley, Elizabeth. Contrary Orphans. 6-8.
Suggs, Robert C. Modern Discoveries in Archeol-
ogy. 7-.
Sutcliff, Rosemary. Beowulf. 6-9.
. Dawn Wind. 7-10.
Sutton, Shaun. Queen's Champion. 6-9.
Swinton, William Elgin. Wonderful World of Pre-
historic Animals. 7-12.
Tharp, Louise (Hall). Louis Agassiz. 6-8.
Thayer, Jane. Andy's Square Blue Animal. K-2.
Thomas, Henry. Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 6-9.
Thompson, Vivian Laubach. Sad Day, Glad Day. 1.
Titus, Eve. Anatole over Paris. K-2.
Trask, Margaret Pope. Three for Treasure. 3-5.
Tunis, John Roberts. Silence over Dunkerque. 7-10.
Tyndall, John. Faraday as a Discoverer. 9-.
Udry, Janice May. Is Susan Here?. 3-6 yrs.
Unnerstad, Edith. Journey to England. 5-7.
Unwin, Nora Spicer. Two Too Many. K-3.
Valens, Evans G. Wingfin and Topple. K-3.
Van Rhijn, Aleid. Tide in the Attic. 6-8.
Van Stockum, Hilda. Winged Watchman. 4-7.
Vogel, Helen Wolff. Ocean Harvest. 6-9.
Voight, Virginia Frances. Girl from Johnnycake
Hill. 5-8.
Walker, David Harry. Dragon Hill. 5-7.
Warner, Edythe Records. Tigers of Como Zoo. 4-7.
Warner, Sunny B. Tobias and His Big Red Satchel.
K-2.
Webb, Nancy. Kaiulani. 8-.
Weil, Lisl. Mimi. K-2.
Weilerstein, Sadie Rose. Ten and a Kid. 4-6.
Welch, Ronald. For the King. 8-10.
Werstein, Irving. Battle of Midway. 7-.
Wibberley, Leonard. Treegate's Raiders. 6-9.
Willard, Barbara. Duck on a Pond. 6-8.
. Summer with Spike. 5-7.
Williams, Beryl. Plant Explorer. 6-8.
Williams, Joanne S. Glorious Conspiracy. 7-10.
Woolley, Catherine. Look Alive, Libby! 3-5.
Worstell, Emma Vietor, comp. Jump the Rope
Jingles. 3-4.
Wuorio, Eva-Lis. Island of Fish in the Trees. K-3.
Young, Rosamond McPherson. Boss Ket. 7-.
Zion, Eugene. Meanest Squirrel I Ever Met. K-2.
Zolotow, Charlotte (Shapiro). Mr. Rabbit and the
Lovely Present. K-2.


